This special issue re-examines the ties between Malaya (including Singapore) and Indonesia from historical and political perspectives. It discovers the links and fractures from the course of history, explores the factors that affected contemporary history, and seeks an explanation of reality through the problematized issues. For instance, the issues of ethnicity, nationalism, statism, historical influence of Konfrontasi (confrontation) between Malaya and Indonesia are still currently affecting Nusantara (Malay Archipelago).
Rommel A. Curaming's essay focuses on the problem of Malayness in the Philippines. He uses the example of how Filipino Malays are excluded from the Malay community, to show that the identity of "Nusantara Malay" actually depends on the Muslim identity. Hence, he analyzes how significant is Islam in the process of constructing a Malay identity. In his opinion, it is important to reconstruct a new method of interpretation in our time, in order to search for an alternative historical imagination. The method could help us understand the contestable arguments of Malayness in Nusantara and also whether the thoughts of "being Malay" could transform the meaning and identity of the Filipinos. He takes Jose Rizal (1861-1896) as an example, describing how the praised "Malay Hero of the Philippines" dreamed of extending the territory of the Malay world from Nusantara to Asia.
Different from Jose Rizal's imagination of a "Malay world in Asian boundary," Ramon Guillermo's essay discusses Tan Melaka's (1897 Melaka's ( -1949 dream of the "Garden of Humanity." It is interesting that these two dreams reflect a different outlook on the world, yet have coincidentally shown their concern to search for a position in the world for the Philippines and Indonesia. As an Indonesian communistnationalist thinker, Tan Melaka put both the "national hero" Jose Rizal and the "Father of the Philippine Revolution" Andres Bonifacio into his Garden of Humanity, and upheld their names on the peak of one garden called "Greater Indonesia" to emphasize the significance of their thoughts. Interestingly, Tan Melaka classified Jose Rizal and Andres Bonifacio as "pure Indonesians." According to Ramon Guillermo's analysis, this shows that Tan Melaka saw Malaya, Indonesia and the Philippines as one nation based on the same race.
The expanding national imagination and social memory Race, adat (custom) and Islam are essential elements to create a mutual identity that links to Malayness and Malay identity. On the other hand, collective memory is also an important factor contributing to the construction of boundaries. Hilmar Farid mentions that the sense of Malay identity in Riau province was the strongest among Indonesia, and we could trace the formation of this consciousness back to the period of Japanese occupation. This is closely related to how the Japanese colonial government attempted to integrate Sumatra, Singapore and Malay Peninsula into one administrative district at that time. The Japanese tended to establish an imagined community and a Melayu identity to create a collective historical memory in the area.
What lies behind this imagined community, is the problem of colonial governance and the definition of boundaries. By analyzing the Malay magazine published in Singapore during the occupation in 1943, "Fajar Asia," Sandra Khor Manickam has revealed how the Japanese colonial political project put Malaya and Sumatra into the same administration district to form a shared community. However, this project, which put together former British and Netherlands' colonies, also led to tensions among Nusantara communities. More interestingly, although it had provided a platform for elites and intellectuals in both Malaya and Sumatra to exchange their political forces and visions, it created controversy when the problem of a unified language occurred. Manickam's essay has richly illustrated the relationship between Malaya and Indonesia during Japanese Occupation
Entering the 1960s, there was an obvious fracture between Malay(si)a and Indonesia. Budiawan and Farabi Fakih's essays have portrayed the historical context and social memory of Konfrantasi. They examine the formation of Malaysia and look into the problem that appeared after the independence of Malaysia, which has become a popular memory among contemporary Indonesians. Budiawan and Farabi Fakih trace and look into social as well as popular memory, analyzing how the memory of "cross-generational nature" was used by different rulers in different political moods to strengthen the nationalist dignity of Indonesia. For many leftists, the formation of Malaysia was a neo-colonial project that had broken the political boundaries defined by the national imagination of "Greater Indonesia." Thus, after claiming independence in 1945, Indonesian rulers never ceased dreaming of extending their imagination of a nation and attempted to include Malaya into its political territory. When the plan came to grief, protest actions such as "Ganyang Malaysia" (smash Malaysia) soon spread among the people. This movement had shown that "memory" and "sentiment" could be transferred, shaped, and represented under different political and social atmospheres as time progressed. Coincidentally, both Budiawan's and Farabi Fakih's essay look from the perspective of popular discourse and popular memory, and they help us understand the historical process of how Malaysia and Indonesia became "the Other" to each other. In fact, the sentiment of confrontation appears every now and then, and Yerry Wirawan's visual essay has given us a direct visual impact about it.
As a matter of fact, any discussion about "nation," regardless of whether it is before or after independence, shall not overlook its elements of construction and imagination. Francis Loh's essay discusses the issues of ethnic diversity and nation state from a broader historical and contemporary perspective. He questions the possibility of state sharing political power and development benefits with the minority communities based on political system and policies. He also reflects upon the significance of "diversity" in a multiracial and multi-religious Malaysia.
On the other hand, Ngu Ik Tien's essay deals with the ideological struggles of Sarawak people after the Second World War. She examines the problems of ethnicity and nationalism in Sarawak from two aspectsthe Malay-led anti-cession movement and the Chinese-led communist movement. This is to reveal that Sarawak people of different ethnicities had different national imaginations in terms of modernity and developments. Maznah Mohamad, in her essay, focuses on the relationship between religion and politics in the process of nation building. She discusses the division of Malays in the colonial and postcolonial periods, and further looks into the political contestations within Islamic groups. She also compares the anti-colonial Islamic movements in Malaysia and Indonesia. On the other hand, Thum Ping Tjin studies the Malayan vision of Lim Chin Siong in his essay. As a Singapore leftist leader who was concerned with unity, nonviolence and popular sovereignty, Lim's Malayan vision helps us relate the Malayan nationalism in Singapore and Singaporean nationalism after the country separated from Malaysia in 1965.
This special issue is a continuance of the "Revisiting Malaya" special issue published two years ago (Volume 16, March 2015) . The significance of this continuance is to regard Indonesia as the main reference, in order to open up dialogues between the two spaces of boundary -Malaya and Nusantara. It strives to discover a more relevant problematique among the two. In addition, this issue showcases diverse thoughts in Nusantara by referring to the ideas presented by scholars from Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Brunei and the Philippines. From that, it hopes to uncover the intellectual legacy and influence of Nusantara thoughts in contemporary times.
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